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Social Media and Public Policy
The advent of technology revolutionized the ways in which humans performed their daily activities. This is the mantra that runs through everyone's mind when they think about social media. Generally, it has simplified the way people connect and it has reduced the distance between people thus immensely shortening the time they take to communicate with old friends or meet new friends. However, with new opportunities emerge new challenges that are to be tackled immediately lest they cause danger to the people that interact with the new phenomenon. Merits of technology are immense but they don't dispense the effects that accompany it in any way. Not everybody has been able to reap the benefits of social media and those that haven't are constantly trying to adapt to the new disruptive way. Most of the time the adaptation takes a longer than expected time because of the underlying laws that define a phenomenon and they have to be constantly adjusted to confine to the new status quo.
Particularly, law enforcers are on the trudging end of technology especially when it comes to the use of social media in their activities. Police officers, case investigators, prosecutors, and counsel usually have a difficult in reporting crimes, collecting evidence, analyzing the evidence and using it in a court of law to prosecute the suspects (Mallicoat, 2016). The whole venture is clouded by the subjective laws that dictate the privacy of all citizens and the opposing laws that place public safety over private rights. Primarily, the litmus test of all cases is narrowed down to the source of evidence presented to incriminate a suspect. Moreover, means of collecting evidence are usually analyzed to gauge the relationship that the suspect had with them. The unwillingness of technology companies to offer its users private information to judicial systems hardens the whole task of evidence collection because detectives have to formulate legal means to collect the needed evidence to conclude a case. 
The Chick Bank Robber
One of the social media expose cases that went viral in this decade is the ‘Chick Bank Robber' that happened in 2012. A suspect; presented by the name Hannah Sabata recorded a four-minute video in one of the social media platforms confessing for three crimes she had committed. Moreover, she also stated the motive of the crime and the feeling that the crime gave her. In a video she posted on YouTube, she bragged of how she had stolen a car and used to it to rob a bank. She also depicts herself to be acting under the influence of drugs; specifically, it was marijuana that she flashed in her posted video. Police then launched an investigation on her that later led to her successful arrest under 24 hours. 
This is one of the simplest cases because the Federal Rules of Evidence allows prosecutors to use information in the public domain to launch an investigation, and if worthy, use it as evidence against the suspect. The requirements of obtaining a YouTube channel are personal credentials; which in this case the suspect had used her own. This prompted the police to mark her as a threat to the public and launch an investigation. The rights of the suspect were not breached as all the information was not acquired via the third party (McStay, 2017). In some cases, investigative authorities are required to apply for search or warrants for suspects but this case was in the direct public danger mark of the federal authorities (Pickett, Mancini, Mears & Gertz, 2014). The swift public investigation was triggered by the fact that she had stolen a car and threatened a bank teller. Her motive was ascertained and was deemed as a public threat, a fault that led to her 10-year sentence against her defendant's plea of clemency under the deranged and delusional claims.
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